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WELCOME TO APOMORPHINE

The information in this brochure is intended for patients who are 

considering using apomorphine, or who have been scheduled for 

an apomorphine response test.  We will discuss key information 

relating to apomorphine, such as how it works and what you can 

expect.

Please read this information carefully and feel free to ask your 

healthcare professional any questions.

MY GUT AND MY PARKINSON’S DISEASE1

Over time the effectiveness of oral drugs for the treatment of 

Parkinson’s  disease (PD) may decrease.

Why does this happen?  It could be because of delayed gastric 

emptying. Simply put your PD causes your gut to slow down, this 

means the tablets will take longer to be absorbed and take longer 

to ‘kick in’.

This slowing down of your gut happens particularly early in the 

morning,  after meals and also during stressful situations.

Is there anything you can do?  Yes, using a medicine like 

apomorphine—which is injected into the body—bypasses your gut.  

WHAT IS APOMORPHINE?2, 3

Apomorphine is an injectable medicine that helps to reduce the 

amount  of time spent in an ‘off’ state.  An ‘off’ state is a state 

during which you will find movement difficult or painful. ‘Off’ 

states occur when your medicine is not working. The time it takes 

apomorphine to work is a lot shorter than oral tablets: on average 

apomorphine will start working in 8-12 minutes from the time it is 

injected.

The name ‘apomorphine’ can be misleading, as apomorphine is 

NOT morphine, it does not have pain-killing properties and is NOT 

addictive.

WHAT DOES APOMORPHINE LOOK LIKE?

Apomorphine is a clear liquid and can be administered through 

either a Pen or a Pump device. 

D-MINE® PEN

The D-mine® Pen is a reusable Pen which holds your apomorphine  

inside a cartridge. If your healthcare professional prescribes the 

D-mine® Pen for you, you will be injecting your apomorphine at 

times when you need quick relief from your PD symptoms. This 

could be early in the morning, after a meal or any other time when 

you want to your symptoms to go away quickly.

D-MINE® PUMP

The D-mine® Pump can hold more apomorphine than the D-mine® 

Pen and is ideal when you need apomorphine throughout the 
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waking part of your day. Your healthcare professional will be able 

to set your dose depending how much apomorphine you need at a 

specific time of the day.  

The D-mine® Pump is a small portable pump which can be worn 

in a discreet carry case. The carry case can be carried over your 

shoulder or can be fitted onto your belt.

The apomorphine sits inside a Reservoir in the Pump and the Pump 

slowly releases the apomorphine under the skin through a small 

needle.

You may be connected to the Pump 

for up to 20 hours a day.

For more information on the D-mine® 

Pen and Pump, please look at our 

Pen and Pump brochures.

HOW WILL I KNOW THAT APOMORPHINE WILL 
WORK FOR ME?

To know if apomorphine will work, you will need a response test to 

determine the dose you need. 

The test is carried out while you are in an ‘off’ state, so your 

healthcare professional may ask you to reduce or withhold your 

morning Parkinson’s medication on the day of the test.

Your healthcare professional and/or one of our D-mine® Care nurse  

advisors will be present to show you what to do.

APOMORPHINE RESPONSE TEST

The response test involves a series of injections and movement 

assessments and usually takes about half a day. You will need a 

response test, regardless of whether you have been prescribed the 

D-mine® Pen or the D-mine® Pump.

   • BEFORE THE TEST 

Three days before the test and as directed by your healthcare 

professional your will be prescribed an anti-nausea medication.  It 

is important that you take this medication as apomorphine may 

make you feel sick. 

   • THE TEST  

The test will be done using the D-mine® Pen and small injection 

needles. These needles are short and fine and are injected into 

an area just beneath your skin.  After each injection you will be 

asked to do a number of tasks including standing, walking or finger 

tapping.  Your healthcare professional and/or D-mine® Care nurse 

advisor will be assessing whether there is an improvement in your 

performance and symptoms.

WHERE  WILL I BE INJECTING?

The areas where you will be injecting can be 

seen in the image on the right.  You will use 

these same areas whether you are injecting 

with the D-mine® Pen or using the D-mine® 

Pump.  
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WHAT ARE THE POSSIBLE SIDE-EFFECTS OF 
APOMORPHINE?2, 3

Apomorphine—just like any other medication—has side-effects.  

It is  important you are aware of these so you will know what to 

expect. Apomorphine can cause nausea and vomiting. The nausea  

doesn’t affect everyone, is temporary, and usually only occurs in 

the beginning when the apomorphine therapy is started. This is why 

you will be prescribed an anti-nausea medication before you start.

Although apomorphine is absorbed quickly from the injection site, 

it can pool under the skin causing skin reactions. This is why its 

important that you use a different injection site each time you use 

apomorphine.

In general, symptoms like low blood pressure, vivid  dreams,  

hallucinations, confusion and  sleepiness may occur.

Please refer to the Summary of Product Characteristics for 

additional information. 

WHAT IS A D-MINE® CARE NURSE ADVISOR?

EVER Pharma has a team of highly skilled and experienced 

D-mine®  Care  nurse advisors. These nurses are available to 

all patients on our therapy free of charge.  This means that you 

have an experienced nurse who can support you through your 

apomorphine journey with EVER Pharma and answer any questions 

and concerns related to your therapy. 

Once you start on our apomorphine therapy a nurse will be 

assigned to you and you will be given her contact details.  

Our nurses can help with assessing your suitability for 

apomorphine as well as provide additional education and support. 

Our nurses are available to you, your carers and family members.

NOTES
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ANY OTHER QUESTIONS? 

For technical support relating to your D-mine® device please call 

0800 254 0175 (24 hours/day. During peak times, out of hours and 

weekends, leave a message and you will be called back) or email 

info.uk@everpharma.com

Any side-effects should be reported to your healthcare 

professional. 

You can also report side-effects directly via the Yellow Card 

Scheme at www.mhra.gov.uk/yellowcard.

Side-effects should also be reported to Medical Information on 

0800 254 0174 or info.uk@everpharma.com.

By reporting side-effects you can help provide more information on 

the safety of this medicine.

Please visit d-minecare.co.uk for instructional videos and any 

further support you may need during your apomorphine journey.
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